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6.04 If two or more teams are equal on points on completion of the group matches, 
the following criteria are applied to determine the rankings (in descending 
order): 
a) higher number of points obtained in the group matches played among the 

teams in question; 
b) superior goal difference from the group matches played among the teams 

in question; 
c) higher number of goals scored in the group matches played among the 

teams in question; 
d) higher number of goals scored away from home in the group matches 

played among the teams in question; 
e) if, after having applied criteria a) to d), teams still have an equal ranking, 

criteria a) to d) are reapplied exclusively to the matches between the 
teams in question to determine their final rankings. If this procedure does 
not lead to a decision, criteria f) to i) apply; 

f) superior goal difference from all group matches played; 
g) higher number of goals scored from all group matches played; 
h) lower disciplinary points total based only on yellow and red cards received 

during the group stage (red card = 3 points, yellow card = 1 point, 
expulsion for two yellow cards in one match = 3 points); 

i) drawing of lots.  
6.05 The eight group winners and the eight runners-up in the group stage qualify 

for the round of 16. 
B. Knockout stage 

Round of 16 

6.06 The round of 16 pairings are determined by means of a draw. The round of 16 
is played under the knockout system, on a single leg basis, in accordance with 
Article 16. The UEFA administration ensures that the following principles are 
respected. 
a) Clubs from the same association cannot be drawn against each other. 
b) The winners and runners-up of the same group cannot be drawn against 

each other. 
c) The group winners cannot be drawn against each other. 
d) The runners-up cannot be drawn against each other. 
e) The group winners play the single leg at home. 

6.07 The eight winners of the round of 16 qualify for the quarter-finals. 
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10.02 The Control and Disciplinary Body can validate the result as it stood at the 
moment when the match was abandoned if the match result was to the 
detriment of the club responsible for the match being abandoned. 

10.03 A club which refuses to play or is responsible for a match not taking place or 
not being played in full loses all rights to reimbursements by UEFA. 

10.04 Upon receipt of a reasoned and well-documented request from the clubs 
concerned, the UEFA administration may set an amount of compensation due 
for financial loss. 

Match cancelled before departure of the visiting team 

10.05 If the home club finds that a match cannot take place (for example because 
the field is not fit for play and the home club is unable to propose an approved 
replacement pitch), it must notify the visiting club, the referee and the UEFA 
match delegate before their departure from home. The UEFA administration 
must be notified at the same time. The UEFA administration takes the 
necessary decision regarding the reorganisation of the match. 

Match cancelled after departure of the visiting team 

10.06 If any doubt arises as to the condition of the field of play after a visiting team’s 
departure from home, the referee decides on the spot whether or not it is fit for 
play. 

10.07 If the referee declares that a match cannot commence because the field is not 
fit for play or for any other reason, it must, in principle, be played the next day, 
subject to the approval of the UEFA administration. A decision must be taken 
within two hours of the referee’s decision to cancel the match. In case of 
dispute, the UEFA administration fixes the date and kick-off time of the match. 
Its decision is final. 

Match abandoned 

10.08 If the referee decides to abandon the match, for example because the field is 
unfit for play, the remaining match time must be played either the next day or 
on another date set by the UEFA administration, unless the case is referred to 
the UEFA Control and Disciplinary Body. The date on which the match will be 
completed must be decided within two hours of the referee’s decision to 
abandon the match, in consultation with the clubs concerned. In case of 
dispute, the UEFA administration fixes the date and kick-off time of the match. 
Its decision is final.  

10.09 If the remaining time of the match has to be played the next day or on another 
date set by the UEFA administration, the following principles apply: 
a) the match sheet may contain any of the eligible players who were on the 

players list when the match was abandoned, irrespective of whether they 
were actually on the match sheet for the abandoned match, with the 
exception of players substituted or sent off during the abandoned match 
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10 

legislation. An exception can be granted for one or more matches in the 
competition or for the whole duration of the competition. Such decisions are 
final.

Pitch conditions 

11.03 The home club must make every reasonable effort to ensure that the pitch is 
in the best possible condition for play. If the pitch is not fit for play, the home 
club is requested to propose an alternative solution to allow the match to be 
played in accordance with UEFA’s requirements.  

Stadium and safety requirements 

11.04 Each association on whose territory matches in the competition will be played 
is responsible for: 
a) inspecting every stadium concerned and returning the corresponding 

online form to the UEFA administration confirming that the stadiums meet 
the structural criteria of the required stadium category; 

b) confirming to the UEFA administration that the stadiums, including their 
facilities (emergency lighting system, first aid facilities, type of protection 
against intrusion by spectators into the playing area, etc.), have been 
thoroughly inspected by the competent public authorities and meet all the 
safety requirements laid down by the applicable national law. 

11.05 The UEFA administration accepts or rejects the stadiums on the basis of the 
above form and confirmation. Such decisions are final. 

Stadium inspections 

11.06 The UEFA administration and/or UEFA media and marketing partners may 
carry out stadium inspections at any time before and during the competition to 
check whether the required structural criteria have been and are still being 
met.

Training facilities 

11.07 The home club should provide training facilities for the visiting club in case the 
latter asks to train on site. These facilities do not necessarily need to be the 
same as for the match, but should be of good quality, with dressing rooms 
able to accommodate 18 players and six club staff. These facilities should be 
located no more than a 30-minute bus drive from the visiting club’s hotel. 

Artificial turf standard 

11.08 Matches may be played on artificial turf, in accordance with the UEFA 
Stadium Infrastructure Regulations and provided that such artificial turf meets 
the FIFA International Artificial Turf Standard. A copy of the relevant FIFA 
certificate, issued within the 12 months preceding the relevant match, must be 
provided to the UEFA administration upon request. 

10
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completed in block capitals and signed by the captain and the authorised 
team official.  

18.02 The referee or the match delegate may ask to see the personal identity cards 
or passports of the players listed on the match sheet. Each player 
participating in a UEFA competition match must be in possession of a player’s 
registration licence issued by his club’s association or an official personal 
identity card/passport, each containing his photograph and date of birth. 

18.03 The 11 players indicated on the match sheet as forming the starting 11 must 
commence the match. The other seven are designated as substitutes. The 
numbers on the players’ shirts must correspond with the numbers indicated on 
the match sheet. The goalkeepers and team captain must be identified.  

18.04 Both teams must hand their match sheets to the referee at least 75 minutes 
before kick-off.

18.05 Only three of the substitutes listed on the match sheet may take part in the 
match. A player who has been substituted may take no further part in the 
match. The use of substitution boards (preferably electronic) to indicate the 
substitution of players is compulsory. Substitution boards must be numbered 
on both sides. 

18.06 If there are fewer than seven players on either of the teams, the match is 
abandoned. In this case, the Control and Disciplinary Body decides on the 
consequences. 

Replacement of players on the match sheet 

18.07 After the match sheets have been completed, signed and returned to the 
referee by both teams, and if the match has not yet kicked off, no replacement 
is allowed except in the following cases:  
a) If any of the 11 players indicated on the match sheet as forming the 

starting 11 are not able to start the match due to unexpected physical 
incapacity, they may only be replaced by any of the seven substitutes 
listed on the initial match sheet. The substitute(s) in question may then 
only be replaced by a registered player (players) not listed on the initial 
match sheet, so that the quota of substitutes is not reduced. During the 
match, three players may still be substituted.  

b) If any of the seven substitutes listed on the match sheet are not able to be 
fielded due to unexpected physical incapacity, they may only be replaced 
by a registered player not listed on the initial match sheet.  

c) If none of the goalkeepers listed on the match sheet are able to be fielded 
due to unexpected physical incapacity, they may be replaced by registered 
goalkeepers not listed on the initial match sheet.  

The club concerned must, upon request, provide the UEFA administration with 
the necessary medical certificates. 

14
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ANNEX  II - UEFA MATCH CALENDAR 2014/15 
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ANNEX  IV - RESPECT FAIR PLAY ASSESSMENT 

1. Introduction 

The fair play assessment forms part of the respect campaign. Conduct according to 
the spirit of fair play is essential for the successful promotion and development of and 
involvement in sport. The objective of activities in favour of fair play is to foster a 
sporting spirit, as well as the sporting behaviour of players, team officials and 
spectators, thereby increasing the enjoyment of all those involved in the game. 

2. UEFA Respect fair play rankings 

In its efforts to promote fair play, UEFA establishes association fair play rankings for 
each season, based on all matches played in all UEFA competitions (national 
representative and club teams) between 1 May and 30 April. In establishing these 
rankings, only those associations whose teams have played at least the required 
number of matches (i.e. total number of matches assessed divided by the number of 
associations) are taken into account. For this purpose, fair play conduct is assessed 
by the appointed UEFA match delegate.  

3. Criteria for an additional place in the UEFA Europa League 

In reward for the fair play example they set, the three best-ranked associations in the 
rankings each receive one additional place in the next season’s UEFA Europa 
League. If associations are equal on points in the rankings, lots will be drawn by the 
UEFA administration to define the associations that receive an additional place. 
These additional places are reserved for the winners of the respective domestic top-
division fair play competitions, provided that this national assessment is based at 
least on the following criteria: red and yellow cards, positive play, respect for the 
opponents as well as for the referee, and the behaviour of the team officials and of 
the crowd. If the winner of the domestic top-division fair play competition in question 
has already qualified for a UEFA club competition, the UEFA Europa League fair play 
place goes to the next-ranked team in the domestic top-division fair play rankings 
which has not already qualified for a UEFA competition.  

4. Methods of assessment 

After the match, the UEFA match delegate is expected to complete a fair play 
assessment form in consultation with the referee and, where applicable, the referee 
observer. The referee confirms that fair play aspects have been duly discussed by 
signing the fair play assessment form.  

5. Individual items on the assessment form 

The assessment form identifies six criteria (items) for the evaluation of the fair play 
performance of the teams. Assessment should be based on positive rather than 
negative aspects. As a general rule, maximum assessment marks should not be 
awarded unless the respective teams have displayed positive attitudes. 
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5.1. Red and yellow cards 
Deduction from a maximum of 10 points: 
 yellow card 1 point 
 red card 3 points 
If a player who has been cautioned with a yellow card commits another 
offence which would normally be punishable with a yellow card, but who must 
be sent off for this second offence (combined yellow and red card), only the 
red card counts, i.e. total of 3 points to be deducted. 
If, however, a player who has been cautioned with a yellow card commits 
another offence for which the punishment is dismissal, a total of 4 points (1+3) 
must be deducted.  
Red and yellow cards is the only item which may take a negative value. 

5.2. Positive play 
 maximum 10 points 
 minimum 1 point 
The aim of this item is to reward positive play which is attractive for the 
spectators. In assessing positive play, the following aspects should be taken 
into consideration: 
a) Positive aspects: 

 attacking rather than defensive tactics 
 acceleration of the game 
 efforts to gain time, e.g. bringing the ball quickly back into play, even 

when in a winning position 
 continued pursuit of goals, even if the desired result (e.g. qualification 

or an away draw) has already been achieved 
b) Negative aspects: 

 deceleration of the game 
 time-wasting 
 tactics based on foul play 
 play-acting, etc. 

In general terms, positive play correlates with the number of goal-scoring 
chances created and the number of goals scored. 

5.3. Respect for the opponents 
 maximum 5 points 
 minimum 1 point 
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Players are expected to respect the Laws of the Game, the competition 
regulations, opponents, etc. They are also expected to ensure that fellow 
team members and everyone else involved in the team abide by the spirit of 
fair play as well. 
In assessing the players’ behaviour vis-à-vis the opposition, double counting 
against the item ‘red and yellow cards’ should be avoided. However, the 
UEFA match delegate may take into account the seriousness of the offences 
punished by cards, as well as offences overlooked by the referee. 
Assessment should be based on positive attitudes (e.g. helping an injured 
opponent) rather than infringements. Blameless behaviour, but without any 
particularly positive attitude or gestures towards opponents, should be 
assessed with a mark of 4 rather than 5. 

5.4. Respect for the referee team 
 maximum 5 points 
 minimum 1 point 
Players are expected to respect the referee team as people, as well as for the 
decisions they take. Double counting against the item ‘red and yellow cards’ 
should be avoided. However, the UEFA match delegate may take into account 
the seriousness of the offences punished by cards. 
A positive attitude towards the referee team should be rewarded by high 
marks, including the acceptance of doubtful decisions without protest. Normal 
behaviour, but without any particularly positive attitude or gestures with 
respect to the referee team, should be assessed with a mark of 4 rather 
than 5. 

5.5. Behaviour of the team officials 
 maximum 5 points 
 minimum 1 point 
Team officials, including coaches, are expected to make every effort to 
develop the sporting, technical, tactical and moral level of their team through 
all permitted means. They are also expected to instruct their players to 
behave in a manner which is in accordance with the fair play principles. 
Positive and negative aspects of the behaviour of team officials should be 
assessed; e.g. whether they calm or provoke angry players or fans, how they 
accept the referee’s decisions, etc. Cooperation with the media should also be 
considered as a factor in the assessment. Blameless behaviour, but without 
any particularly positive attitude or gestures, should be assessed with a mark 
of 4 rather than 5. 

5.6. Behaviour of the crowd 
 maximum 5 points 
 minimum 1 point 
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The crowd is considered to be a natural component of a football game. The 
support of the fans may contribute to the success of their team. The crowd is 
not expected to watch the game in silence. Encouragement of teams by 
shouting, singing, etc. may have a positive influence on the atmosphere, in 
accordance with the spirit of fair play. 
The spectators are, however, expected to respect the opposing team and the 
referee. They should appreciate the performance of the opposition, even if 
they emerge as the winners. They must in no way intimidate or frighten the 
opposing team, the referee or opposing supporters. 
A maximum number of points (5) should not be awarded unless all these 
requirements are satisfied, especially with respect to the creation of a positive 
atmosphere. 
This item is applicable only if a substantial number of fans of the team 
concerned are present. If the number of fans is negligible, ‘N/A’ (not 
applicable) should be recorded under this entry. 

6. Overall assessment 

6.1. The overall assessment of a team is obtained by adding up the points given 
for the individual items, dividing this total by the maximum number of points 
and multiplying the result by 10. 

6.2. The maximum number of points per game generally equals 40. If, however, a 
given team is being supported by a negligible amount of fans, and the item 
“Behaviour of the crowd” is not being assessed as a result (‘N/A’ – see 
paragraph 5.6 above), the maximum number of points obtainable will be 35. 
Example: 
The various items for team 1 are assessed as 8+7+3+4+5+4, giving a total of 
31. The general assessment will therefore be: 

(31/40) x 10 = 7.75 
If team 2 had only a small number of fans, and the assessment for the other 
items was 7+8+2+5+2, with 24 as the total, the general assessment would be: 

(24/35) x 10 = 6.857 
6.3. The general assessment should be calculated to three decimal points and not 

rounded up. 

7. Written comments 

In addition to this assessment, the UEFA match delegate should also give brief 
written comments on the fair play performance of the teams, to explain the positive 
and negative aspects which formed the basis for his assessment. This written 
explanation may also include outstanding individual gestures of fair play by players, 
officials, referees or any other persons. 
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