Reflection on the current state of Music

Music plays an interesting and strong role on our society. Maybe we’re not the type of person that listens to it all the time, maybe we are addicted, and still we all have a little something in common.


Music is an art that is easily reachable to everyone. But on the past years, this easy way to get it and other factors lead to a significant crisis on the music industry. Probably, the crisis is due mostly to the illegal download, but the evolution of technology, especially Internet, has contributed not only for this crisis, but also to the own evolution of the music market. Mind the example of the alternative British band, Radiohead, that released the entire album for free download on their website. Or also, Prince who gave is album for free in addition with newspapers. These sorts of actions got a great impact on the world of entertainment, especially among artists, music critics, music labels, and others.


I agree that Internet is an exceptional access to culture, that is a form of globalization and it promotes liberty, but I find the line between liberty and crime very tiny.


We must considerer that each time we download a track without paying for it, we are violating the author’s rights – composers and authors, artist and musicians, music labels – and we are contributing to their non-paid salary.


Nevertheless, this is not the only action taken illegally. Sharing by e-mail, msn messenger, mobile phones and portable players also imply copyrights issues. More recently, appeared the peer-to-peer file sharing, which consists on the swapping of music or other files into peer-to-peer networks. This is more known by ‘Bit Torrent’.


Very common nowadays are the social networks, such as MySpace, Bebo and Facebook. Here we find not only the artists’ profiles, but also their photos and their music. We can be attached to their social network, listen to their music for free, but we cannot copy the music, distribute it, add it to our playlist or adding the track to a video we are producing. I am absolutely in favour of these social networks; because it is a wonderful way to search for related artists, discover new racks, but especially breakthrough artists. Besides, we get the chance to talk about music with people from all around the globe.


In extension, there is less money to reinvest, especially on new artists. This situation may affect cultural diversity and it shorts the number of editions on smaller countries, like in Portugal. Note that in time of crisis is more likely to get profit on an international artist than on a Portuguese one.


On the other hand, I think the price of CDs is too expensive. In spite of the price hasn’t risen on the last 10 years, most of the population cannot afford CDs, especially on large quantities. In my opinion, this situation also affects the public audience to concerts, because the gigs are getting more and more expensive, as the price of CDs do not change.


I think the digital download is practical; we may buy one or the entire album for 0.99 cents per song, plus we can put it immediately on an mp3 player or a mobile phone with Bluetooth or WiFi technology.


Despite the websites have a high cost (to maintain, to update, to assure the consumers’ protection, etc.); there are 3 to 4 million songs available for legal download. Besides, the legal sites are safer, not only for the computer ‘health’ – virus – but also for us, consumers, as these sites are protected against debit and credit card frauds. Peer-to-Peer also contributes to this risk factor, as this way of sharing may leak on our private files into Internet.


In spite of the songs’ low prices, I still prefer the physical format. First, because I am a music addicted; second, because I collect CD albums; third, I like to appreciate the artwork and the photography; forth, I enjoy analysing the lyrics (when they are printed on the artwork, of course); finally, because I can import the album for my laptop, and then, to my ipod.


We must regard the evolution of music, if we want new artists and bands to show and sell their work. When we get something without permission of their owners, it is considered stealing. We all like music? Sure. Everybody downloads? Sure. We just have to choose correct and moral way to do it.
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